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I am very pleased to be able to provide a response to the call for public comment on the
recently published "Overall National Plan for recovery and rebuilding following the
Wenchuan Earthquake disaster". | have enjoyed reading this plan and commend the
committees on their hard work and balanced proposals. China's response in regard to
rapidly rescuing people who could be rescued, repairing vital infrastructure, honouring
the people who died and providing the survivors with food, shelter and clothing has been
an incredible feat that one day should be told to people outside China. It must also
include the hardships and death faced without question or hesitation by rescue workers.
However, in the future it is also important for people to rebuild their lives and hopes and
this is what the overall plan is providing.

I would like to make a comment in regard to the allocation of the relief. The area on the
boundary of Sichuan, Shaanxi and Gansu is a place where many Qiang people live and
where historical sites and relics are part of the people’s livelihood through tourism and
conservation. This area, from near Qingchuan and Guangyuan in Sichuan to Ninggiang
and Lleyang in Shaanxi has been hit by thousands of aftershocks since May 12. There
have been recent aftershocks of magnitude 6.1 on August 5 and magnitude 6 on July 24.
There have apparently been four earthquakes greater than magnitude 6 in this area since
the main shock of May 12 and many lesser quakes.

This area has a history of earthquakes but the recent events have been extreme and are
possibly not yet finished. Many historical sites including towns (such as Da’an,
Qingmuchuan etc), temples (Temple of the River God and Lingyan Temple at Liieyang,
the family Temple of Wu Zetian in Guangyuan etc) and other relics have been badly
damaged and they, along with the infrastructure that supports tourism, need to be repaired
and made safe before Chinese and western tourists will revisit. The needs of people for
food, shelter, clothing, safety and security must come first but employment, income, self-
confidence and self-esteem will also need repair and re-building. My concern is that
despite the ongoing seismic activity that has affected this area, it seems to have been less
noticed in your overall plan than the many areas of suffering nearer the original epicentre.

The area from Zitong in Sichuan to Liieyang in Shaanxi has had a long and connected
history of great significance to Han and Qiang people. | believe that only by improving
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the infrastructure along the length of this track will the tourism industry recover fully.
Attending to a few sites independently will have less impact. | am aware that you have
many constraints to work under, of which money is not the least. You will have
deliberated long to make a fair allocation in the face of an impossibly huge task. It is
therefore your decision as to how you allocate limited capacity. Given the task it may
also be possible to make use of international concerns for specialised areas such as these.
I have great admiration for your document and understand that you will make a balanced
decision among many greatly deserving potential recipients. | wish you great success
with your Plan.

David Jupp
August 24, 2008
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